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that hismeritsmay be generally known, and 
duly appreciated, wherever he may here- 
after be employed.ALEx.BARR, secretary. 
Belfast, Da. 14, 1811. 

LIVERPOOL PETITION. 

Far luithdr Hiving the Orders in Council. 

THE Orders in Council of 1807, con- 
tinued in certain of their provisions by an 
Order of the 26th of April, 1809, ap- 
pearing to several merchants in this town, 
to have failed, after ample experience, of 
producing the objects expected from them, 
and instead of benefit, to have been pro- 
ductive of most serious injury to the trade 
and commerce of the country, and of this 
port in particular ; a requisition to the 
Mayor was in a course of Signature, re- 
questing him to convene a public meeting 
of the merchants and other inhabitants, 
for the purpose of considering the pro- 
priety of petitioning His Royal High- 
ness thePaiNCE Regent to withdraw the 
Orders in Council ; but on its being un- 
derstood that such a measure was not like- 
ly to meet with the concurrence of the 
Mayor, an advertisement was inserted in 
Billinge's paper of the 9th inst. requesting 
«' A Meeting of the Merchants and others, 
who thought that the withdrawing of the 
Orders in Council would benefit the 
trade and commerce of the country, in or- 
der to petition the Prince Regent to with- 
draw the Orders, or so to modify them as 
to afford relief to the distressed state of 
trade and commerce." 

In the course of the day on which this 
advertisement appeared, the Gentleman 
who had left it for insertion, received a 
visit from the Mayor, who stated that in 
consequence of the advertisement, he had 
been applied to by some Gentlemen who 
intimated their intention of calling a Coun- 
ter Meeting, if the former was persisted in ; 
and, apprehensive that the peace of the 
town might be thereby disturbed, he wish- 
ed to know whether the Meeting for Wed- 
nesday could not be given up. In answer 
to an observation, that it had been intima- 
ted he would not call a Meeting, the Mayor 
remarked, that he had not been appli- 
ed to in an official way, and that no person 
was warranted in saying he would have re- 
fused. 

The following reply was next morning 
presented to the Mayor ; but he declined 
Receiving it, unless accompaued with a di- 
rect answer whether the Meeting for Wed- 
■esday would, or would not take place ; 

BELFAST MAG. NO. XM. 



on which the postscript to the letter was 
added. 

Liverpool^ \( th tecember, 1811. 

Sir, 

HAVING, with our hte friend, 
the lamented Mr. William Rathbone, been 
appointed by the persons in this town, who 
petitioned Parliament against the Orders . 
in Council of November, 1807, to attend to 
the business of their petition, we were led 
to give a more particular attention tu the 
subject of those orders ; and we have since 
continued our attention to their effects 
upon the trade and commerce of this coun- 
try. — Impressed with a conviction that 
these effects have been, not favourable, 
but the reverse ; and understanding that 
it would not be agreeable to you to con- 
vene a meeting of the town generally, to 
consider the propriety of petitioning his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent to with- 
draw the Orders in Council ; in concur- 
rence with several friends, whose view of 
them is the same with our own, we caus- 
ed an advertisement to be inserted in Bil- 
linge's paper yesterday, requestiug the 
merchants and others, who think tftat the 
withdrawing of the Orders of 1807, con- 
tinued by an Order of the 26th April, 1809, 
will benefit the trade and commerce of this 
country, to meet at the Golden Lion, 
Dale-street, to-morrow, for the purpose of 
petitioning his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent to withdraw the said Orders in 
Council, or so to modify them as to af- 
ford relief to the distressed state of the 
trade and commerce ; and we do ourselves 
the honour to hand you herewith 
a copy of resolutions, on the subject in- 
tended to be submitted to the meeting 
for its approbation. 

We have learnt from Mr. Thomas Bol- 
ton, whom you did the honour to call 
upon yesterday afternoon in consequence 
of his having taken the advertisement to 
Billinge's, that we were probably not 
correct in the opinion that it would not 
be agreeable to you to convene a Meet- 
ing of the town for the purpose specified. 
We shall be happy if this is the case ; 
and beg leave to assure you that, if you 
will call such a meeting, it will give us 
and those with whom we have acted, much 
pleasure to withdraw the Notice for the 
Meeting to-morrow. 

From the information which we could 
collect of the general sense of the town, 
we could not conceive that the agitation, 
of this subject could be made a party 
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question ; and in the choice of the mode 
which we adopted, we have been guided 
by the opinion that it was a mode the 
least likely to disturb the peace of the 
town, or to originate a party question. 
And such is still our reluctance to intro- 
duce any thing which, even in the opini- 
on of others, can bear the most distant 
appearance of party, that we should be 
disposed to adopt any adviseable mode 
not inconsistent with the attainment of 
our views, 

We are Sir, with sentiments of high re- 
spect, your friends and obedient Servants, 
JAMES CROPPER, 
THOS. MARTIN. 

To John Bourne, esq. Mayor* 

P. S. Having understood, that you de- 
clined receiving this letter, unless accom- 
panied with information whether the meet- 
ing advertised for to-morrow, would be 
held or not, we beg to assure you that, in 
ready compliance with your wishes, we 
have authority to say that the meeting will 
not take place ; and it is the with of our- 
selves, and of those who act with us, that 
vou consider this letter as a formal request 
that you will be pleased to convene a meet- 
ing, or to suggest any other mode by which 
our object may be satisfactorily attained. 
J. CROPPER. 
T. MARTIN. 

This letter was accompanied with a re- 
quisition to the Mayor, drawn up and 
signed at the time, a Copy of which, and 
of the answer of the Mayor follow : 



Sis, 



Liverpool, 10th December, 1811. 



W. Rathbone. 
Thos. Booth. 
Thos. Bolton. 
J. Richardson. 
Thos. Freme. 
Joseph Clark. 
Thos. Cropper. 



Robt. R. Benson. 
James Galan. 
David Hodgson. 
vV. Hope,jun. 
Thos. Mather. 
Thos. Thoruely. 



Sin, 



[Dec. 

Town Halt, 10th December, 1811. 



We, the undersigned, request you will be 
pleased to comply with the requisition of 
the inclosed letter, to convene a Meeting 
ct the Merchants and other Inhabitants of 
the town, to consider the propriety of pe- 
titioning his Royal Highness, the Prince 
Repeat, to withdraw the order in Council 
of the 26th April, 1809; or that you will 
point out any other mode by which the 
object stated may be satisfactorily obtained. 

We are, with great respect, Sir, your 
obedient Servants, 



John Bourne, esc. Mayor. 



I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of a Requisition signed by you and 
other Gentlemen, that I would " converts 
a meeting of the Merchants and other in- 
habitants of the town, to consider the pro- 
priety of petitioning his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, to withdraw the order in 
Council of the 26th April, 1809, or point 
out some other mode by which the object 
might be satisfactorily obtained," and in 
reply I beg leave to say, that I decline call- 
ing such meeting, and I do not think it ne- 
cessary for me to point out any mode by 
which the object alluded to may be obtain- 
ed. I am Sir, your obedient Servant, 

John Bourne, Mayor. 
To William Ratkbone,esq. 

COPY OF RESOLUTIONS INCLOSED IN THE 
LETTER TO THE MAYOR. 

1. That the trade of this country, its 
commercial and manufacturing interests, 
have been a principal cause of the vast su- 
periority of its power and resources above 
other countries of much greater extent and 
population. 

2. That our ancestors, to whom we owe 
the foundation of so marked a distinction, 
convinced of this important truth, have 
given ample proof of their regard for the 
interests of trade, by the numerous legal 
provisions by which it was cherished and 
supported. 

3. That among these provisions are to be 
found, various laws encouraging the im- 
port of the raw materials; giving bounties 
on the" export, and prohibiting the import 
of manufactures ; and subjecting the expor- 
tation of some raw materials to the severest 
penalties. 

4. That the success of these measures 
is the most absolute proof of the wisdom 
from which they proceeded. 

5. That we view with extreme concern, 
the present depressed state of the trade 
and commerce of the United Kingdom; 
which is manifest in the extraordinary 
number of bankruptcies with unprecedent- 
ed deficiencies; in the want of employ- 
ment for British shipping; in the diminu- 
tion of our manufactures from the falling 
off of export demand ; in the number of 
artificers and labourers destitute of em- 
ploy ; in the depreciation of many articles 
of property; and above all, in the alarm- 
ing increase, and affecting sufferings of 
the poor. 
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6. That the measures of the enemy, hav- 
ing excluded us, in a considerable degree, 
from the Continent of Europe, the Orders 
in Council issued in 1807, and continued in 
certain of their provisions, by an order of 
the 26th April, 1809, were intended to 
force a commercial communication with 
the Continent, by the pressure of its ne- 
cessities j particularly, by preventing the 
produce of enemies' colonies from reaching 
the mother country through the medium 
•f neutrals. 

7. That these orders, which from their 
nature could be considered only as an ex- 
periment, are, after a trial of four years, 
so far from having effected the object for 
which they were issued, that the exclusion 
of our ship9, produce and manufactures 
from the Continent of Europe is more 
complete than at any former period. 

8. That whatever different opinions 
might have been formed of the probable suc- 
cess of these orders, there can now surely 
be no difference of opinion as to the extreme 
hazard to its best interests.to which the coun- 
try would be exposed by their continuance. 

9. That the continuance of the orders in 
Council, instead of restoring to us any part 
of the lost trade with the Continent, is 
manifestly the cause of still farther curtail- 
ing trade, by depriving us of the market 
of the United States of America, by far 
the most valuable for the consumption of 
our manufactures, which this country ever 
possessed, and which has been estimated to 
cause an annual export of British goods to 
the amount of at least ten millions sterling. 

10. That the orders in Council are the 
sole cause of the continuance of the prohi- 
bitory commercial laws of the United 
States ; and that, even if there were no 
such laws, and the orders were acquiesced 
in by the American government, they 
would, by depriving the Americans of 
markets for their agricultural produce, 
have the necessary effect of forcing their 
industry into another channel. 

11. That there is a striking similarity 
between some of the most powerful means 
by which our own manufactures were es- 
tablished, and the operation of our orders 
in Council in America. The export of 
sheep's wool from England was punished 
by death: the export of cottonwool from 
America to the principal continental mar- 
kets is now punished, through our orders 
in Council, by confiscation ; and we know 
too well the effect of the one measure in 
England to leave any doubt of the effect 
of the other in America. 



12. That as America can no longer be 
the carrier of produce between French co- 
lonies and the Mother country, the enemy 
being deprived of all his West India pos- 
sessions ; a consequence of the withdraw- 
ing of the orders in Council would be, that 
America, after exhausting bv export her 
present limited stock of colonial produce, 
would resort to this country for the supply 
of her own consumption. 

13. That the home consumption of coffee 
and sugar in America being known, from 
the habits of all classes of the people, to be 
greater in proportion to the population 
than in any other country, the supply of 
that market alone would be an almost in- 
calculable relief, if secured to our mer- 
chants* 

14. That besides the demand for Ameri- 
can consumption, our Colonial produce 
would probably find its way, in greater 
quantities, to the Continent of Europe, 
through the medium of America ; which 
would still farther benefit the interests of 
our West India trade. 

15. That a renewal of trade with the 
United States would immediately afford 
employment for a large tonnage af Bri- 
tish Shipping, both in the direct trade 
with this Country, and in the carrying of 
provisions to Spain and Portugal. 

1C. That to us, as practical men, the 
discussions which have taken place on 
the scarcity of Bullion, have appeared as, 
in a great measure, falling short of their 
object. A country without export trade, 
and in want of articles of the first neces- 
sity, can pay for them by the precious 
metals only ; and we conceive that the only 
remedy for the scarcity of Bullion, and 
the consequent disappearance of specie, is 
to be found in the increase of our export 
trade, which, improving the rate of Ex- 
change, will restore bullion to the country 
by the natural operations of commerce. 

17, That notwithstanding the Berlin 
Decree, our trade with the United States, 
was as flourishing as at any former period, 
until the Orders in Council were issued ; 
and when we consider the naval superi- 
ority of this country, we cannot suppose 
that it would have been interrupted by 
that decree, or by any other decree within 
the power of the enemy. 

18. That regardless of the Decree* of 
France, we conceive that every measure 
of this Country should be dictated pure, 
ly with the reference to its-own true inte_ 
rest; and that the continuance of order* 
highly injurious to ourselves, should never 
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be made to depend on the will of the 
enemy. 

1 9. That as the prosperity of the trade 
and commerce of the country, is so inti 
mately connected with the prosperity of 
its Revenue,we cannot withhold our appre- 
hensions, that, if the Orders in Council are 
continued, the diminution, which is ta- 
king place in the public income, will short- 
ly be much greaterthan it is at present. 

20. That an humble petition be pre- 
sented to his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, praying that his Royal Highness 
in the name and on the behalf of his Ma- 
jesty, will be graciously pleased to with- 
draw the said Order in Council of the 2Gth 
of April, 1809, or so to modify it, as to 
relieve the distresses of the country, and 
to prevent the still greater calamities which 
we are persuaded, would result from its 
continuance. 

The gentlemen who signed the requi- 
sition to the Mayor, and others with whom 
they have acted, taking the circumstances 
into consideration, have determined not to 
call any Public Meeting at piesent on the 
subject ; and 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
That a Petition to nis Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent, is now lying 
for signature at Mr. W. Robinson's, 
Castle-street, praying that his Royal High- 
ness will, in the name and on the behalf of 
Hi3 Majesty, be graciously pleased to with- 
draw the Order in Council of the 2Gth 
April, 180s), or so to modify it as to afford 
relief to the distressed state of Trade and 
Commerce. 



December 18, the Right Honourable the 
Lord Mayor, the Aldermen, Sheriffs, 
and Common Council of the City of 
London, waited upon his Roval High- 
ness the Prince Regent, at York- 
House, with the following Address, 
which was read by John Silvester, 
esq. the Recorder : — 

to his royal highness the prince of 
wales, regent of the united king- 
dom of great britain and ireland. 
The Dutiful and Loyal Address of the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Cwmons of the Ci- 
ty of London, in common coitual assembled* 
IXtay it please your Royal Highness :— 

We, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commons of tire city of London, in com- 
mon Council assembled, humbly approach 
your Royal Highness, on behalf of our- 



selves and the community at large, with 
an earnest request that your Royal High- 
ness will be graciously pleased to adopt 
such measures as, with the advice of the 
Most Honourable the Privy Council, shall 
seem meet, for causing a suspension of the 
use of grain in the distilleries of the Uni- 
ted Kingdom such suspension appearing 
to us to be one of the most effectual means 
of preventing those serious evils which a 
further rise in the price of grain is at this 
time so obviously calculated to produce ; 
and we further humbly beg leave to ex- 
press our confident hope, that well aware, 
a.s your Royal Highness must be, of the cau- 
ses of the present scanty supplyof grain from 
foreign parts, and of the great distress that 
may arise therefrom, your Royal High- 
ness, to whose justice and humanity we 
sludl not, we trust, appeal in vain— will be 
graciously pleased to empl oy all the means 
in your power, by adopting measures cor- 
responding with your royal character and 
disposition, to re-open to us, if it be prac- 
ticable, those channels of intercourse with 
foreign, and especially neutral nations, 
which have heretofore been found so ge- 
nerally advantageous to his Majesty's sub- 
jects, and so good a security against those 
dreadful calamities which are but too often 
the consequence ef a scarcity of the neces- 
saries of life. Signed by order of Court, 
HENRY WOODTHORPE. 
To which Address his Royal Highness 
was pleased to return the following most 
gracious answer :— 

I must always see with great concern 
the pressure arising from a deficiency in 
the harvest. I have directed such steps 
to be taken as may tend to give the ear- 
liest effect to any measures which may. be 
adopted by Parliament for the purpose 
of relieving the inconveniences or evils 
likely to result from such deficiency... 
and whenever circumstances shall make 
it practicable, nothing shall be wanting 
on my part to contribute towards the res- 
toration of commercial intercourse between 
this country and other nations, to the 
footing on which it has been usually con- 
ducted, even in the midst of war. 

At an Aggregate Meeting of the Catho- 
lics of Ireland, held in Dublin, Dec. 
26th 1811. 

The Earl of Fingall, in the Chair. 
Resolved, That it appears to us, that 
the General Committee of the Catho- 
lics of Ireland, appointed and assembled 



